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1/ Possible trade errors in reporting or recording exports of corn 
and grain sorghum seed may have distorted any totals and unit price 
averages that include those seeds. 
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Exports Total $32.4 Million 


U.S. seed exports totaled $32.4 million during the first quarter (July- 
September) of the new marketing year. The strength of the U.S. dollar, high 
interest rates and generally good supplies contributed to the 21-percent 
decline in shipments from the comparable period last year. Vegetable seed 
exports totaled $13 million, almost maintaining last year's movement. Forage 
and turf seeds dropped significantly, 22 percent, to $8.5 million. Exports 
of corn $2.3 million, grain sorghum $3.1 million and soybean seed $1.3 million, 
dropped 9, 43 and 19 percent, respectively. 


Total exports to the European Community decreased 51 percent for the 
quarter to $4.2 million, with forage and turf seeds accounting for the larger 
portion of the reduction. Vegetable seeds were down a nominal 5 percent to 
S52, wmatililsioye. 


Mexico continued as the leading market, receiving $7.6 million, an 
increase of 8 percent for the quarter. Exports to Japan, Canada and 
Venezuela contributed $2.8, $2.6 and $2.2 million each to first quarter 
shipments, a decline from last year. An increase of 113 percent to $1.5 
million moved Chile into fifth place for total seed exports. 


Certified alfalfa seed exports increased 8 percent to $2.2 million, 
while uncertified seed sales dropped 56 percent to $.7 million. Mexico 
continued as a strong market. Saudi Arabia received almost $3 million, 
primarily certified seed. 


Movement of other forage seeds has gotten off to a slow start with 
the exception of annual ryegrass, which was up 32 percent to $1.2 million. 
Mexico, Columbia and Japan were active markets, receiving 80 percent of 
total annual ryegrass shipments. 


First quarter vegetable seed exports usually start off slowly and 
accelerate in subsequent quarters. First quarter shipments made up 13 per- 
cent of last year's total vegetable seed exports. July-September 1981 
sales approximating last year's level indicate another good year. Carrot, 
cucumber, spinach, tomato and watermelon are all off to a good start this 
year. Shipments to Mexico, Japan and Italy all were substantial for the 
quarter. 


Flower seeds moved well this quarter totaling $1.2 million, up 60 
percent. Canada, France and the United Kingdom were major markets. 


Combined exports of grain and miscellaneous seeds dropped 34 percent. 
However, it is too early in the marketing year to assign significance to 
the changes. As we move into heavy shipment months, market trends will 
begin to materialize. 


Prepared by Tobacco, Cotton, and Seeds Division 
FASS USDA Washineton. D.C.) 20250. For further 
information, call (202) 382-9491 
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1980/8195 


SEP AND JUL-SEP 9 


QUANTITY AND VALUE, 


TABLE 3--US SEED EXPORTS BY COUNTRY» KIND,» 


SEP. 


JUL - SEP 


VALUE 


QUANTITY 


VALUE 


GUANTITY 


KIND AND COUNTRY 


1980/81 1981/82 
1,000 DOL 19000 DOL 


1981/82 


CHANGE 1980/81 1981/82 1980/81 


1981/82 


198u/81 
1,000 OCL 19600 DOL 


CHANGE 


1981/82 


1980/81 


MT 


DOL/KG MT 


SPINACH 


PCT 


Sci 


MT 


MT 


99 


le 


-100 


-100 


MEXICOcccccccscccoce 


1242 1.76 


-64 


13 


8 +155 


TOTAL cceccvccccccece 


SOUTH AMERICA 


ARGENTINAcccceccccce 


o 


CHILE ccecccccccccccce 


3.76 


19 


TOTAL cceccccccccce 


10.75 


-100 


UNITED KINGCOMecccce 


EUROPE 
EC 


75 


106 


-1u6 


TOTAL ECecccccecece 


19.75 


-100 


TOTAL EUROPE ccecce 


36 


AFRICA 


3239 


-109 


REP SOUTH AFRICAcece 


3-39 


-100 


TOMA eles clececieeece 


. 
. 


ASIA 


CHINA 


104 272 180 507 


1.90 
272-76 


1.72 


+81 


603 


334 


+64 


317 


194 


JAPANecvccecccccccce 


SINGAPORE cocccccccce 


104 272 180 507 


1.72 1-90 


+81 


604 


+64 


Ser 


194 


TOTAL cceccccccvvcee 


. 
° 


OCEANIA 


2236 


-100 


ISLANDSee 


FR PACIFIC 


20356 


-100 


TOTAL ecceccccccccce 


105 272 181 507 


1.91 1.91 


+64 


627 


[og 


+63 


328 


201 


WORLD TOTALeccececcce 


SQUASH 


. 
. 


NORTH AMERICA 


11 
128 


4.08 


5234 


11 
292 


CANADAcccvcccccccces 


25 142 


27 


6015 


Sab 7/ 


+6 


55 


52 


MEXICOcceccccccccece 


27 28 142 139 


5228 


6015 


303 


17 


p) 


+11 


Sil, 


52 


TOTAL cescccccvcces 


SOUTH AMERICA 


1.98 


CHILE covccccee 


N 


URUGUAY eecccccccccce 


et 


VENEZUELAcceccecccccce 


5e14 


1.98 


ON 


22 7/ 


TOTAL ccecvcccecccce 


14.225 


29254 


FRANCEceccecccccccce 


EUROPE 
EC 


ITALY ccc cceccccscece 
NETHERLANDS cecccecocee 


16631 


1Latal 


4.63 


UNITED KINGCOMecccee 


LAS 


-98B 


TOTAL ECecccccccce 


LYS) 


-98 


TOTAL EURCPEccecee 


° 
° 


AFRICA 


7260 


5e65 


-100 


MOROCCO cccccccccccce 


REP SOUTH AFRICAsece 


7e¢6U 


5 e65 


-89 


TOTAL ec ccccccccccce 


ASTA 


278 


TAIWANc ccccccece 
ISRAEL ceccccvccccccce 


CHINA 


37 


ee) 


13.19 


foN] 


6.279 


4048 
5273 


+ 


SAUDI ARABI Accccccce 


292 


+201 


17 


oO 


TOTAL ccecveccccces 


OCEANIA 


39.50 


16.52 


dS) 


AUSTRALTAccceccvccsces 


39250 


16252 


135 


-94 


TOTAL ceccccccvccce 


7234 4.27 28 28 157 142 


-28 


327 


wo 
w 


WORLD TOTALcecccee 


SWEET CORN 


NORTH AMERICA 


NAD 


112 


1.03 
Be 74 
1.10 


1.28 


- 88 


23 


201 


156 


CANADAccccccccccccce 


240 
2048 


Mm 
oy 


20 


COSTA RyliGiAtetererclsletcteters 
MEXTCOcccccvcccccccce 


~ 


035 


-190 


37 


-106 


113 


PANAMACINC CANAL 2N) 


kal 


144 


1.09 1.06 134 


-96 


fay] 
Le] 


325 


298 


TOTAL ccecccccccccese 


SOUTH AMERICA 


1 elS'S: 2026 


1.12 


+320 


> 


ca) 


3 +147 


ARGENTINAccccccccvcee 


92 


82 


a 
[ony 


-100 


BOLIVIAcccecccccccvce 
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